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Outline  cf  Proceedings  rf  the  Investigation 
Conns ttoe  cf  the  Privy  Council  Concerning 
the  JAPAN- GERMANY- ITALY  Tripartite  Treaty. 

(Written  by  MATSUMOTO,  Chief 
cf  the  Treaty  Bureau.) 

The  session  was  '•'oened  at  11:20  a.n.,  Saptenber 
26,  1940  in  the  HIOASHI-SAN-NO-MA  (TN:  East  Number  Three) 

R~rn  cf  the  Imperial  Palace. 

Attendance : 

The  Privy  Council  KARA,  President  of  the  Privy 

Council 

SUZUKI,  Vice-President  cf  the 

Frivy  Council  (Chairman 
of  the  Investigation 
Ccrmittee) 

All  Councillors  were  present  as 
nenbers  cf  the  Investigation 
Connittee  except  KANEICO  and 
TANAKA  vrhn  were  absent. 

The  Government  (TN:  Cabinet)  KCNOE,  Prime  Minister 

MATSUOXA,  Foreign  Minister 
TO J 0 ,  ’7ar  Minister 
0IKA’7A,  Navy  Minister 
KA’7ADA,  Finance  Minister 
KOSHINO,  President  ^f‘ 
the  Beard  of 
Planning. 


Moreover,  the  following  pors^ns  were  present  as 


exponents. 

MURASE,  President  of  the  Bureau  ''f  Legislation 
MORIYAIIA ,  Chief  of  the  Second  Section 
HATSUMOTO,  Chief  of  the  Treaty  Bureau 

MUTO,  Chief  ^f  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau 
(TN:  Army) 

ABE,  Chief  cf  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau 
(TN:  Navy) 

HALAGUCKI,  Chief  of  the  Exchange  Bureau 

MATSUKUMa,  Chief  of  the  bureau  of  Banks 
TSUJI ,  Chief  '•'f  the  Superintendent  Bureau 

Proceedings : 

1.  The  chairman  ^f  the  committee  announced  the  cnening 
of  the  session  and  had  the  secretary  read  the  draft  of  the 
treaty. 
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2.  Prime  Minister  KONOE  delivered  a  formal  address 
as  per  separate  paper  No,  A. 

3.  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA rave  an  explanation  as  a 

per  separate  rawer  No.  B. 

4.  Interpellation  began  occ  rding  to  rank. 

Councillor  KA’7AI:  I  there ughly  understood  the  spirit 
of  the  draft.  Personally,  I  have  been  desiring  •che  con¬ 
clusion  cf  the  JAP AN-GEKLANY- ITALY  Alliance,  and  I  have 
been  expecting  ir.s  speedy  realization  since  Minister 
MATSUOKA  cane  into  office.  Although  I  have  hoard  talks 
amongst  some  factions  that  the  activity  cf  MATSUOKA  was 
slacking,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  see  the  treaty  being 
at  last  concluded.  According  co  che  exploration  just  made 
by  Minister  MATSUOKA,  the  attitude  rf  ITALY  is  not  clarified. 

I  ask  y^ur  reply  on  this  point. 

Minister  MATSUOKA:  As  I  have  Just  explained,  negotiations 
of  this  treaty  began  between  JAPAN  and  GERMANY.  GERMANY 
said  at  the  beginning  that  she  would  bo  responsible  for 
ITALY.  Yesterday  the  Italian  Anlassadrr  called  upon  ne 
and  informed  me,  according  t'"  his  hene  government's  instruc¬ 
tion.  that  ITALY  has  entrusted  to  GERMANY  everything  con¬ 
cerning  negotiations  cf  the  treaty  and  that  ITALY  w~uld 
express  wholeheartedly  her  approval  -f  a  draft  cf  the 
treaty  concluded  between  JAPAN  and  GER?JANY. 

Councillor  KAWaIj  Glancing  ^ver  the  exchange  of  statements 
appended  to  the  treaty,  I  found  that  it  was  concerned  only 
with  the  relations  between  JAPAN  and  GERMANY.  Hrwever,  is 
it  not  necessary  to  make  a  similar  exchange  with  ITALY? 

Minister  MATSUOKA :  As  a  fact,  I  think  we  sh  uld  attach 
importance  to  GERMANY  in  every  point  and  it  would  net  hurt 
to  consider  ITALY  as  secondary.  Therefore,  I  have  had  the 
German  Foreign  Minister  state  in  the  exchange  cf  statements 
that  he  has  absolute  confidence  in  that,  when  assistance 
and  co-^neration  of  ITALY  is  desirod,  ITALY  will  no  doubt 
act  in  concert  with  GERMANY  and  JAPAN. 

C-uncill-r  Ka"rAI :  I  consider  Article  III  cf  the  treaty  rrst 
important.  Although  I  do  n't  believe  in  a  Japanese-Anerican 
war.  I  think  tbat,  if  worst  ccnes  tc  w^rst,  the  War  and  Navy 
Ministers  nay  have  something  in  readiness  tc  avert  defeat, 
and  on  this  point  I  beg  to  have  an  explanation  that  will 
reassure  us.  Moreover,  we  cannot  say  definitely  that  the 
U.S.S.R.  will  not  start  something  against  JAPAN.  In  such 
a  case,  what  attitude  will  GERMANY  take? 
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wnr  Minister  TCJO:  I  will  give  ny  answer  chiefly  fron 

c^rry  cut  the  operation  against  the  U.S.«.  1  tninK^^n^ 
v-u  need  net  vrrry  cn  this  point.  However,  an  cpe.atrn 

against  the  U.S.A,  cannot  be  said  conplete  unless  v;e  c.n- 
»««“  epejetim^mrt  tb«  ln?’rtant 

•llustnent  * twcnplish  this  effec¬ 
tively  J  military  *>repn**UcE  v/cuLft  he  ar.ssg  ?  2sl,dcrj^i;(j 
but  when  ve  cw.sMer  the  character  the  U.S.S.jj., 

cenn-t  neglect  horrwn  g^vctlcn^  tottJhjML,  A^ 

efficient  use  of  thi3  treaty  before  wo  find  ourselves  In 
the  v/~rst  situation. 

Kavy  Minister  OIK/fA:  Since  war  preparedness  of  rur 

present  levy  is  complete,  we  will  definitely  not  he  beoten 
bv  the  U.S.A.,  hut  in  event  of  a  prolonged  war,  it  is 
Necessary  that  re  rake  sufficient,  preparations  tc  keep 

v,ith  the  realization  of  the  American  plan  for  repletion 
hoJ  navy.  Sn  this  print,  the  Navy  is  adapting  a  policy 
prudent  in  every  respect. 

C^uncill^r  KAVTAI:  I  fear  nothing  so  nuchas  the  question 
o?  "Sr  materials.  In  case  of  a  protracted  war,  how  1-ng 

will  they  last? 

President  of  the  Planning  Board  KOSKINO:  As  I  explained 
yesterday  (the  President  pave  a  detailed  explanation  of 
tho  raterial  rrbilization  plan  at  the  regular  neeting  -f 
tht  Privy  Council  'n  the  nrevicus  dry),  cur  c-untry  hes 
fer  the  last  few  years  been  raking  nreparatiens  for 
self-sufficiency  as  regards  materials .  Out  .f2,100,  , 

;  :  iT1  ino^rts.  1,900,000,000  yen  is  received  from  ENGLAND 
^  .  ..  tt  q  a  If  therefore,  the  econonlc  pressure  is 
a?d  *  it  is  necessarv  that  we  act  prudently 

^^Jl^lng  ihehcuvatln  cf  Article  III  f  the  treaty. 

As  fir  iron,  this  year's  cutout  is  exnocted  tc  be  5,200,000 

4^6,000  tcn2.?tAthSresont,'l,500,0Micnf|?e  Ssed^for 
|rrd"Tti?eaccwe?;  and  r1st?lctVivate  and  gcvernnental 

«  ZTsXH  nni 
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rur selves  in  so  series  a  situation.  As  regards  metals 
other  than  ir-'n,  th?  case  is  different,  but  I  think  that 
yrU  need  n<-t  bo  ns.vl'Uis'ly  concerned,  for  v/e  are  new 
ondpav-urinc  id  c-.iset  tnrr  fr'n  ail  parts  eftho /world. 
Kfcst  lreortnnfc  is  t>jr.rolaun,  Mo  ara  at  present  depending 
rreatlv  *n  especially  for  aviation  gasoline, 

alnast  all  ol  wiv.fi  -.re  mat  Import  fron  AMERICA.  Me  must 
trv  to  increase  its  'orcducticn  at  hone  and,  r.«  -.he  same 
tine  rust  find  n?an 3  tc  secure  it  f r>  n  places  c.. her  than 
AMERicA.  Recently ,  wo  have  accumulated  a  oc  ns  leer  able 
••st^ck"  nf  av'aTlcn  natro Lean.  Hcv/o ^er .  j.n  oi.se  1  a 
praised  war  with  the  U.3./L.  nfg^A 

cannot  be  obtained  soix.:.y  .'.r.  rf..KHJJ-.l*.,  -n..  CHII.A, 

whereas  iron  end  other  rein...;--  can  be  sc  oo.r.in^d. 

_  j  j.  4  c  nhno"qpv"/  that  v/o  speedily  secure  the  rit,ht 

to  ?itain1Sii"in‘'tho/DnTCH  EAST  U’DIES  or  NORTH  KARAFUTO. 
This  natter  has  been  touched  upon  in  the  ^cer.fc  jcl 
uith  GERMANY.  Furthornoro.  you  mast  under 3ti.nd  that  at 
present  negoUati.  ns  are  being  carried  ;n  for  the  peaceful 
acquisition  cf  oil  in  the  DUTCH  EAST  INDIES . 

Councillor  TRV'AI :  In  regard  tc  petroleum,  at  yesterday's 
talk  the  military  and  naval  authorities  too  implied  cha 
r*-'nqidorable  nr  court ti^ns  nave  been  effected.  I  r ish  t. 
have^sene  explanation  by  the  "ar  Minister  and  the  Davy 
Minister. 

K-vy  Minister  OIXAvrA :  As  f'r  the  Navy,  re  have  n£d® 
oreparntions  for  a  considerable  length  of  t.ne.  Measures 
are  now  being  taken  regarding  synthetic  •  ll. 

<7ar  Minister  TCJO:  The  Arny  has  prepared  so  that  its 
materials  r.av  lasc  f~r  a  considerable  period.  If  c.n  un 
usually  prolonged  war  should  occur,  consideration  nust  be 
riven  to  -- il  for  aircraft  and  mechanized  un-ts. 

w 


Rccc-ss. 

Reopened  at  1:10  p.n. 

C<  uncil">  or  I  Sill  I:  In  case  a  power  is  attacked,  are  vo 
b^und  t-  enter  into  war  innediately  according  to  article 
III?  Has  there  been  an  agreement  as  regards  this. 

,„4„n  Minister  itfVTSUOXA:  In  the  exchange  of  statements, 
it  roaSs»It  L  understood  that  the  deliberation  of  the 
three  signatories  will  decide  whether  or  nrt  ono  of^the 

SS&olf  II?  SHhfteoatyT  n1hoSGornan 

Ambassador  at  TOKYO. )  This  was  Inserted  at  ny  request  s- 


/ 
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as  tc  clarify  the  point  new  in  question.  If  the  existence 
of  an  attack  is  deliberated  and  affirmed ,  tho  signatcries 
are  automatically  b'und  to  fight  in  co-operation.  The 
tine  and  the  manner  of  assistance  are  to  be  decided  upon 
by  each  cf  tho  respective  signatories  independently  and 
then  be  referred  for  deliberation. 

Councillor  ISKII:  I  agree  with  the  explanation  given  by 
the  Foreign  Minister,  since  the  torn  "immediately"  is 
lacking  in  the  text.  Furthermore,  I  have  interpreted  the 
joint  special  committee  cf  Article  IV  to  mean  a  C'  nference 
of  military  specialists  as  in  the  case  cf  ordinary  treaties 
cf  alliance,  but  according  tc  the  explanation  given  just 
new  by  the  Foreign  Minister,  it  seems  that  economic  problems 
would  also  bo  discussed  by  tho  committee.  I  would  like  tc 
hear  the  explanations  on  this  point. 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA :  At  first,  it  was  planned  to 
have  this  natter  provided  f^r  in  the  annexed  secret  protocol 
cf  the  treaty.  According  to  the  said  plan,  a  joint  committee 
cf  the  Army  and  Navy  was  to  be  established,  one  in  TOKYO, 
and  one  in  BERLIN  or  ROME.  In  addition,  an  economics 
committee  was  also  tc  be  set  up,  but  it  was  decided  not  tc 
draw  up  a  secret  protocol.  This  point  I  should  like  to 
have  deliberated  and  decided  between  the  two  countries  after 
the  treaty  is  concluded.  Since  a  committee  tc  handle 
economic  problems  is  thought  to  be  necessary,  it  should  be 
established . 

Councillor  ISKII:  In  this  treaty  there  is  no  provision, 
such  as  almost  always  exists  in  treaties  of  alliance, 
regarding  the  non-conclusion  cf  a  separate  peace.  Is  there 
any  special  object  in  this? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOXA:  I  did  not  mention  anything  on 
this  matter.  Tc  tell  the  truth,  I  thought  that  if  the  ether 
party  spoke  of  it,  I  wuld  not  object  t°  its  insertion,  but 
if  the  other  party  did  not  touch  on  this  subject,  I  con¬ 
sidered  it  better  not  tr'  have  this  provision.  The  reason 
is  that,  according  tc  my  idea,  the  object  cf  this  treaty 
was  to  prevent  war  and  net  to  make  war.  Therefore,  one  cf 
the  reasens  was  that  it  was  preferable  net  to  have  a 
provision  for  the  n^n-conclusicn  of  a  separate  peace,  which 
anticipated  tho  outbreak  of  war.  Another  reason  was  that 
in  event  a  war  sh  uld  break  '■ut,  I  thought  this  question 
might  be  settled  by  reaching  mutual  agreement  in  the 
early  stage  cf  the  war.  Therefore,  I  did  nrt  propose  this. 
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Councillor  ISHII:  Your  opinions  are  quite  right.  However, 
Article  I  of  the  treaty  speaks  of  the  new  order  in  EUROPE, 
but  unless  what  is  meant  by  the  now  order  in  EUROPE  is  nade 
clear,  hew  are  v;e  to  kn~w  clearly  the  bligaticn  JAPA!1? 
v/ere  any  understandings  given  in  this  respect? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  Although  your  question  is 
reasonable.  I  think  the  Meaning  of  the  new  order  was  fully 
expressed  in  the  preamble.  The  nrcanble  was  our  proposal 
and  n- t  a  single  w  rd  cf  anendnent  was  nade  by  the  Gernans. 

Councillor  ARIMA:  I  agree  with  gevernnent  in  its  desire 
to  avert  an  Aner lean- Japanese  war  as  denenstrated  by  this 
treaty,  but  if  JAPAN  and  the  UNITED  STATES  are  destined  to 
fight,  I  think  new  is  the  best  tine.  However,  what  con¬ 
cerns  us  rust  is  cur  lack  -f  petrleun.  Although  the 
Navy  Minister  said  that  we  have  nade  appropriate  prepara¬ 
tions,  it  cannot  be  supposed  tint,  if  hostilities  began 
between  JAPAN  and  the  U.S.A.,  they  would  terninate  in  one 
or  two  years.  Particularly  since  we  are  bund  to  use 
great  quantities  'f  petroleum  in  nedomwars,  wo  cannot  help 
worrying  whether  or  n~t  synthetic  petr  leun  and  such  will 
suffice  in  critical  tines.  Therefore,  I  Y/culd  like  to 
have  a  rerly  or.  this  point  from  the  Navy  Minister. 

Navy  Minister  OIKA’7A:  Since  wo  have  just  started  with 
synthetic  petroleum,  we  cannot  say  that  it  will  suffice  in 
critical  tines.  Therefore,  there  is  no  ether  way  than  to 
acquire  it  fr-n  the  DUTCH  EAST  INDIES  or  NORTH  XARAFUTO 
through  peaceful  means,  and  it  is  quite  likely  this  will 
occur.  Ccnseauontly ,  when  viewed  frn  this  point,  I  think 
adjustment  of  relations  with  the  U.S.S.R.  is  very  important. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  war  is  prolonged  the  Navy  must 
consider  the  economic  use  petroleum. 

Councillor  ARINA:  ,7culd  there  bo  a  sufficiency  of  petroleum 
cf  high  octane  rating? 

Navy  Minister  0IRA”TA:  Yes,  in  regard  t  petroleum  cf  high 
octane  rating,  the  Navy  has  lately  established  a.  special 
research  organ  and  has  been  producing  it  through  methods 
original  with  the  Navy.  Llcr.cver,  considerable  st~ro  is  on 
hand . 

Councillor  KUBOTA;  Perusing  the  wording  of  Article  III  of 
the  treaty, wo  can  conceive  the  U.S.S.R.  to  be  included 
among  countries  not  participating  at  present  in  the 
European  ”/ar  and  the  Sino-Japaneso  dispute.  ’That  is  the 
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relation  between  JAPAN  and  tho  U.S.S.R.?  ’7ere  there  any 
conversations  between  GERMANY  and  the  U.S.S.R.? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  In  order  tc  avoid  that  doubt, 
we  extablishcd  Article  V.  In  reply  to  ny  inquiry  whether 
any  conversation  was  held  with  tho  U.S.S.R.  concerning 
this  treaty,  STAHMER  gave  a  negative  answer.  However,  I 
an  inclined  to  think  STAHMER  talked  with  the  Russians 
when  he  passed  threugh  MOSCOW.  There  is  one  fact  which 
seens  to  prove  this;  that  is,  on  August  23,  when  STAHMER 
left  BERLIN,  Foreign  Minister  RIBBENTROP  who  happened  to 
have  an  interview  with  Anbassador  KURUSU  on  the  sane  day 
nade  no  reference  to  this  natter.  However,  cn  the  24th 
when  STAHMER  had  an  interview  with  Ambassador  TOGO,  he 
said  that  GERMANY  intended  to  conclude  a  political  treaty 
with  JAPAN.  Frcn  this,  it  could  be  conceived  that  STAHMER 
had  sone  conversation  with  the  Soviet  authorities  during 
that  period. 

Councillor  KUBOTA:  We  hear  runors  of  rapprcchcnent  between 
the  UNITED  STATES  and  the  U.S.S.R.  Is  there  any  fear  of 
this  treaty  accelerating  this? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  As  regards  the  rapprochenent 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.,  the  Foreign  Ministry 
has  been  vigilant  and  has  endeavoured  to  secure  the  real 
facts  fron  all  quarters,  but  up  to  new  we  have  net  cone  in 
contact  with  any  infornation  deened  authentic,  and  I 
think  that  there  is  still  nothing  concrete  at  the  present. 
Furthermore,  STAHMER  stated  very  clearly  the  possibility 
of  neeting  success  in  the  adjustment  cf  Japanese-Soviet 
relations,  and  has  proposed  tho  services  of  GER?!ANY  as 
mediator.  This  print  is  identical  to  those  as  stated  in 
the  exchange  of  statements. 

Councillor  ISHIZUXA:  I  have  no  objection  in  regard  tc  the 
text  of  the  treaty.  However,  as  to  the  relations  with 
GERMANY,  we  cannot  put  100$  confidence  in  her,  when  we 
consider  the  rccrrd  'f  the  past.  At  the  tine  the  Anti- 
ccnintern  Pact  and  the  Cultural  Pact  were  concluded,  there 
were  opinions  that  c~nplete  unity  was  impossible,  except 
in  special  instances,  n/e  expect  the  government  to  take 
this  into  full  consideration  and  put  the  treaty  into 
effectual  operation. 

Councillor  SHIMIZU:  r/ho  were  they  who  signed  this  treaty? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA :  RIBBENTROP,  CIANO,  and 
Anbassador  KURUSU. 
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Councillor  SHIMIZU:  This  treaty  is  being  nut  int~  f-rce 
simultaneously  with  its  signing.  Dr  y  u  think  that  it  is 
in  accord  with  the  constitution? 

Foreign  Minister  UATSUOICA:  There  are  p.any  previous  examples 
of  treaties  like  this,  and  there  is  nc  danger  of  any  con¬ 
stitutional  difficulties,  because  it  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Emperor  after  being  referred  to  the  Privy  Council  for 
deliberation  before  it  was  signed. 

Councillor  SHIMIZU:  According  to  rrftat  I  hoar  there  are 
several  Gen  .an  engineers  stili  in  CHUNGKING.  Is  it  true? 

'■V or  Minister  TOJO:  There  are  such  remits,  but  the  truth 
is  not  clear. 


Councillor  SHIMIZU:  It  stimulates  that  srne  sort  cf  ccrmen- 
sati-'n  sh  uld  be  naid  f  r  :ur  S'uth  Seas  Mandate.  Can  y'U 
tell  ne  the  meaning  ^f  this? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOXA :  In  regard  t.  this  point,  the 
set-uo  is  that  all  of  the  f  rner  Gernan  territories  new 
under  mandated  rule  be  returned  to  GERMANY,  and  that  she 
cannot  allow,  as  a  natter  of  principle,  'nly  JAPAN,  her 
ally,  to  retian  the  territories.  Therefore,  they  insisted 
that  they  vlshcd  to  receive  c~nnensati-n  and  /thereby/ 
resort  to  the  formality  that  it  had  been  transferred  to 
JAPAN.  At  first,  the  tern  "ndeaur.te"  was  used  with  compen¬ 
sation,  but  duo  z 0  ny  insistence,  "adequate"  v/as  deleted 
in  fav  r  rf  "in  a  way".  Since  GERMANY  said  that  she  would 
be  satisfied  if  this  c  nmensation  be  an  entirely  "nominal" 
ono--piving  examples  that  there  have  been  cases  rf  only  six 
bags  of  coffee;  what  she  means  is  of  a  very  light  nature. 

Councillor  SHIMIZU:  In  ny  opinion,  I  think  that  there  is 
nc  need  of  receiving  transfer  rf  the  mandates  from  GERMANY 
new . 


Foreign  Minist  o  MATSUOKA:  In  ny  rr)inion,  I  think  the  view 
taken  by  Dr.  T.-CHI  and  oth  r  authoritative  stud  ntstof 
intern:  tiono.l  J.rr  that  there  rrp  no  cession  of  territories 
is  vigil  c,  and  LMcref jro ,  since  GdR..iAN i  Pi'a-ticaily  denounced 
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the  VERSAILLES  Treaty  three  years  ag~,  it  is  correct  to 
regard  the  Japanese  Mandat  ry  rule  as  the  continuation  of 
nilitary  occupation.  Accordingly,  I  t:  ink  it  is  necessary 
that  we  receive  transfer  of  the  territories  fron  GERMANY 
and  clarify  the  situation. 

Councillor  MI  KAMI :  ’Then  did  ITALY  give  her  approval  to  this 
treaty? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  As  I  have  replied  previously, 

ITALY  on  the  25th  sent  her  anbassad^r  in  TOKYO’  to  call  on 
ne  tc  express  her  approval  of  the  treaty.  Prior  to  this, 
the  Gernan  Foreign  Minister  RIBBENTROP  obtained  ITALY'S 
approval  in  ROME. 

Councillor  MINAMI;  In  that  case,  don't  y~u  think  that  it 
was  too  early  t''  subnit  this  question  t~  the  Inperial 
Confer  'nee  (~'f  the  19th  to  obtain  Inperial  sanction  when  it 
was  uncertain  whether  ITALY  would  approve  it  or  not? 

Foreign  Minister  HATSUOKA:  Not  only  had  GERMANY  repeated 
fron  the  start  that  she  vy-uld  be  able  to  ^btnin  ITALY'S 
approval,  but  since  the  natter  discussed  at  the  Inperial 
Conference  v/as  a  question  concerning  the  plan  for  conclusion 
c.f  a  treaty  between  JAPAN,  GERMANY,  and  ITALY  based  on  a 
general  plan  franed  by  GERMANY  and  JAPAN,  I  do  not  tiink 
that  it  natters  nuch. 

Councillor  MI KAMI :  Has  the  sphere  of  GREATER  EAST  ASIA 
been  clearly  defined? 

Foreign  Minister .  MATSUOKA :  rre  have  talked  abrut  it  at  the 
tine  of  negotiation  and  have  recorded  it. 

Councillor  MI  KAMI :  "'hat  is  the  particular  reason  for  the 
exchange  ^f  statenonts  when  trouble  occurred  between  BRITAIN 
and  JAPAN? 

F-reipn  Minister  MATSUOKA:  As  BRITAIN  is  already  participating 
in  the  European  7a r ,  Article  III  of  this  treaty  is  not 
applicable  t<~  her;  but  as  f^r  JAPAN,  we  cannot  assert  that 
there  will  be  abs:lutely  no  British-Japanese  war.  That  is 
why  v/e  have  especially  nade  this  point  clear,  in  spite  of 
GERMANY'S  disapproval. 

Councillor  MIKAMI:  Did  JAPAN  first  propose  this  treaty,  ^r 
was  it  GERMANY? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  GERMANY  proposed  this  treaty  first. 
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Councillor  MIN  AMI :  Is  it  n~t  because  GERMANY  had  failed 
in  her  campaign  against  BRITAIN  that  she  has  cone  to offer 
such  a  prop  sal? 


Foreign  Minister  MATSU OKA :  The  prolongation  of  the 
campaign  against  BRITAIN  nay  be  a  reason  but  this  is  net 
the  -~nly  reason.  I  think  the  reason  is  that  GERMANY  believed 
that  in  the  course  cf  half  a  century  or  sc,  complications 
between  AMERICA  and  GERMANY  are  inevitable. 


Councillor  MINAMI:  I  approve  cf  checking  AMERICA  by  noans 
cf  this  treaty,  but  is  there  absolutely  no  danger  of  a  U.S.- 
GERMANY  coalition? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  "Jo  ore  not  positive  that  there 
will  be  absolutely  no  possibility  of  a  U.S. -GERMANY  coalition. 
However,  as  we  cannot  overlook  the  influence  of  Gerr.an- 
Anericans  in  the  UNITED  STATES  with  regard  to  the  inprove- 
nent  of  Japanese-Anerican  relations,  we  consider  this  treaty 
valuable  in  this  respect  also. 


Councillor  MINAMI:  I  an  informed  fren  the  answers  of  the 
various  ministers  on  the  petroleum  problem,  but  I  cannot 
foel  secure  in  the  least  because  it  is  like  hearing  thr  ugh 
a  wall.  I  wculd  like  to  have  it  explained  more  clearly 
and  feel  a  sense  cf  security. 

President  of  Planning  Board  and  Ministers  of  Army  and  Navy: 
As  replied  before,  the  Amy  and  Navy  have  a  considerable 
stockpile.  The  replies  by  Councillors  KA’TAI  and  ARIMA 
that  peaceful  acquisition  from  aboard  is  hopeful,  we  repeat 
here. 


Councillor  MINAMI:  If  the  Sino-Jananese  Incident  continues 
on  one  hand,  and  if  war  between  JAPAN  and  AiEuICA  should 
break  out  on  the  ether  hand,  h^w  would  the  financial  situa¬ 
tion  be?  I  wculd  like  the  Finance  Minister  to  answer  this 
question? 

Finance  Minister  KA**TADA :  It  goes  without  saying  that  JAPAN 
will  have  her  finances  constrained.  There  will  be  no  other 
way,  after  all,  than  t  increase  the  savings  of  the  people 
and  try  tc  cut  down  the  government  expenditure. 

Ccuncillcr  MINAMI:  Next,  I  wuld  like  tc  hear  ab^ut  the 
Russo-Japanese  relations.  If  a  Japanese-American  *ar  sh  uld 
break  out,  it  wuld  be  ccncoived  that  hands  f"r  cc-operation 
bv  both  JAPAN  and  the  U.S.A.  will  be  extended  to  the  U.S.S.R. 
lust  as  it  had  teen  done  by  the  *nglo-French  and  by  the 
Germans  before  the  European  ’7ar.  Therefore,  in  consideration 
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of  the  Japanese-Anerican  relations,  can’t  wo  first  of  all 
adjust  cur  relations  v/ith  the  Scviet  and  thereafter  carry 
on  negotiations  on  this  treaty?  ’Thy  is  it  that  we  rust 
only  comply  to  the  words  of  the  Germans  and  defer  the 
negotiation  with  the  U.S.S.R.? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  In  regard  to  the  adjustment  of 
relations  with  the  U.S.S*R.,  proposal  for  a  neutrality  pact 
had  been  made  during  the  former  Cabinet*  I,  myself,  after 
assuming  office,  have  tried  ' feelers hrttne  state  of 
affairs  were  that  the  U.S.S.R.  gave  re^ly  of  acceptance  on  . 
ccnditicn  that  the  proposal  of  the  former  Cabinet  will  be 
accepted  provided  that  the  "PORTSMOUTH"  Treaty  be  rescrut¬ 
inized,  the  rights  and  interests  in  NORTH  SAGKALIEN  be 
returned,  etc.,  presenting  conditions  which  almost  had  to 
be  rejected.  Thus,  I  cane  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the 
adjustment  °f  relations  with  the  U.S.S.R.,  there  is  no  other 
way  than  to  utilize  GERMANY.  That  is  why  I  accepted  GERMANY'S 
proposal  to  this  treaty. 

Councillor  MINAMI:  It  is  said  that  STAKMER  told  the  Foreign 
Minister  t- at  the  UNITED  STaTES  will  net  participate  in  the 
European  War;  but  we  cannot  ascertain  how  it  will  turn  out 
after  the  presidential  election.  The  U.S.A.  nay  revise 
her  neutrality  law  and  nay  assist  BRITAIN  to  the  utmost.  In 
such  a  case,  w~uld  it  mean  that  the  U.S.A.  will  attack 
GERMANY? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  There  is  no  other  way  to  Judge 
whether  the  action  of  the  UNITED  STATES  constitutes  an 
attack  or  not,  except  through  the  situation  at  that  time.  y 
Regarding  this  point.  GERMANY  suggested  during  the  negotia¬ 
tion  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  in  Article  III  the 

attack  as  being  made  "openly  cr  covertly" .  To  this 

we  insisted  that  v/e  wished  to  eliminate  such  words  because 
in  the  words  "the  attack  being,  made  covertly",  there  w  uld 
be  a  fear  of  including  such  things  as  the  transfer  of  American 
destroyers  to  BRITAIN  in  its  meaning.  There  had  been  cases 
when  GERMANY  explained  that  th  se  words  were  inserted  rather 
fer  the  interest  of  JAPAN.  F^r  instance,  when  the  UNITED 
STATES  Fleet  enters  SINGAPORE,  it  c' uld  be  said  that  a  e  vert 
attack  has  been  aade,  and,  therefore,  the  transfer  of 
destroyers  w'uld  not  be  included  in  this  interpretation. 

Ccuncill-r  MINAMI:  At  the  meeting  with  the  Germans,  did  you 
repeat  the  fact  that  they  are  tc  exert  their  efforts  in 
ardor  to  have  the  U.S.S.R.  discard  their  policy  of  assisting 
CHIANG  KAI  SHEK? 
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Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  I,  ns  Foreign  Minister,  have 
given  full  consideration  to  this  point  and  have  thought  of 
letting  GERMANY,  through  the  U.S.S.R.,  lead  CHUNGKING  to 
terns  of  peace.  However,  to  have  suggested  this  natter 
toe  early  would  have  bared  our  weak  urints  to  GERMANY,  and 
thus  it  would  have  caused  us  nany  disadvantages  without  a 
single  advantage.  Therefore,  even  during  the  early  part 
of  August  when  I  had  an  interview  with  Ambassador  OTT,  when 
he  mentioned  senothing  of  this  purport,  I  told  hin  that 
JAPAN  intended  to  dispose  of  the  CHINA  Incident  unaided. 

Of  course,  it  was  ny  intenticn  tc  make  full  use  of  this 
treaty  hereafter  t:  adjust  JAPAN-SOVIET  diplomatic  relations 
and  find  moans  to  prenote  the  settlenont  of  the  CHINA  Incident* 

*  *  I 

Councillor  NARA:  No  questions.  \ 

Councillor  ARAKI  inquired  abut  the  quality, 
physical  vitality,  and  the  health  ~f  the  Amy  and  Navy,  and 
especially  abut  the  nr event ion  of  tuberculosis,  etc.,  to 
which  both  the  War  and  Navy  Ministers  nr.de  replies. 

Councillor  MATSU I :  N  questions. 

Councillor  SUGA^ARA:  I  wish  t  nresent  questi  ns  -n  five 
points.  (1)  A  little  while  ago  the  Foreign  Minister  sp^ke 
rt  a  secret  protocol,  but  were  there  any  suggesti  re  regarding 
the  drawing  up  of  a  secret  protocol?  (£;  t7hat  ccnnecti  ns 
are  there  between  this  treaty  and  the  JAPAN-GERMANY- ITALY 
Anti-C:nintern  Pact?  (3)  Although  this  treaty  is  a  tripartite 
pact,  the  relati:ns  between  GERMANY  and  ITALY  are  so  cl~se 
that  when  a  dispute  arises  C'  ncerning  the  interpretati  n  of 
the  treaty,  d  n’t  y'U  think  that  there  is  fear  of  the  "dds 
always  being  two  to  one  against  us?  (A)  In  regard  to  :ur 
relations  with  ITALY,  is  it  c-  npletely  unnecessary  t*  have 
it  in  writing?  (5)  Althugh  there  were  explanations  a  while 
ago  regarding  preparedness  fmn  the  military  standpoint  in 
case  a  war  should  break  out  with  the  UNITED  STATES,  we  are 
nest  ''f  all  anxious  about  the  financial  pmblon.  Although 
we  believe  that  the  Finance  Minister  is  fully  prepared  on 
this  point,  what  is  the  actual  situation? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA :  (1)  During  the  negotiations, 

pmp^sals  fra  secret  protocol  were  node,  but  the  contents 
of  the  secret  or rt real  became  unilateral,  including  only 
the  demands  made  by  JAPAN.  In  order  to  nake  this  perfect, 
it  net  only  takes  tiro,  but  it  also  noeds  the  approval  'f  V 
ITALY.  Therefore,  we  avoided  drawing  up  the  secret  protocol 
and  decided  that  I,  the  F  reign  Minister,  exchange  statements 
with  the  German  Anbassadrr  in  TOKYO  and  use  this  in  place  of 
the  secret  urotocol.  (2)  The  Anti-C -mintern  Pact  will  remain 
as  it  n  w  stands.  I  think  that  JAPAN  nust  maintain  her  great 
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st  C'TJunisn  irregardless  f  whatever 
with  the  U.S.S.R.  (3)  Although  it  is 
-  j  are  cl'se,  I  c  nsider  it 
ab^rihether  ITALY* s’feelings  tc ward 
t:ward  GERMANY.  (4)  I  think 
T^o  Italian 
f  the 


nlicy  of  defense  against  e' nr  .uni  si 
relations  she  ray  have  with  the  U.i 
true  that  Gernan-Italian relati  ns 
needless  tc  be  anxius  l_ 

JAPAN  are  greater  than  th  se 
there  is  nr  special  need  f  r  any  d  cunont 
Anbassadcr  has  quite  clearly  given  the  approval 
Italian  Government. 

Finance  Minister  KA”*ADA:  In  regard  tc  the  fift: 
presented  by  C  uncill'r  SUGAnfARA.  I  intend  t-  t 
sr  as  t'  av  id  as  riuch  as  passible  the  increase 
on  the  pe~ple. 

The  purp  -rt  of  this  treaty  is  t:  check 
i.nese-Anerican  relati  ns.  I  myself 

if  unfortunately  worst  c'nes  tc 
’  ■  — ,  t>Q  n^de  to  neet 


Councillor  MATS UTJR A : 
the  aggravation  '  f  J 
desire  this  nest.  R: waver, 
worst,  I  request  that  adequate  preparations 
this  situation. 

Councillor  USHIO:  Questions  ^ere  asked  reg 
domestic  situati  n,  fed  pr-blens,  etc.,  If 
rrse.  The  President  the  Planning  Beard 

Councillor  HAYASHIs  Although  the  principal  object  of  the 
treaty  Is  concerned  with  Japanese- American  relati  ns.  l 
think  it  is  necessary  to  give  nest  careful  c  ;!n 

Soviet  relations  at  this  tine.  According  t-  the  exolanati  n 
given  by  the  Foreign  Minister  ,  I  had  the  impress! ~n  th  .t 
ho  possessed  an  optimistic  view  in  regard  tc  our  relations 
with  the  U.S.S.R.,  but  fren  the  information  I  have  on  hand, 
there  are  gr  unds  for  considerable  nessinisn  in  regard  t- 
the  future  of  relations  between  JAPAN  and  the  U.S.S.R.  and 
between  GERMANY  and  the  U.S.S.R.  F-  r  instance,  last  year 
when  the  German-Soviet  N^n- Aggression  Pact  was  concluded, 
SVSents  f  the  instruction  STALIN  gave  to  the  Communist 
wore,  recording  t‘  the  reliable  inf-rnati-n  I  have,  that 
ST/iLiw  stated  that  the  recent  coalition  b®tweeS.T^pFU*S^,ri# 
and  GERMANY  was  a  noans  to  bolshevize  western  EURO  E.  He 
further  stated  that  this  did  not  roan  that  the  eastward 
expansion  policy  had  been  discarded,  and  that  when  the 
opportune  tine  arrived,  the  U.S.S.R.  intended  to  take 
positive  action.  In  regard  t'  these  paints,  what  are  the 
ideas  ~f  the  F  reign  Minister? 

Foreign  Minister  HATSUOKA:  I  nls~  do  not  think  the  adjust¬ 
ment  of  JAPAN-U  .S.S.R.  relations  to  be  sc  easy.  However, 
we  nust  acknowledge  that  GERMANY  can  exert  considerable 
pressure  n  the  U.S.S.R.  According  to  the  reliable  Inforna 
ticn  I  have,  one  of  the  rust  important  motives  for  the  U.S. 
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severance  fr-n  ENGLAND  and  FINANCE  tc  act  in  c  ncert  r/ith 
OERMANY  last  year,  is  that  HITLER  is  said  t  have  tcld 
STALIN  that  GERMANY  V7"uld  attack  the  U.S.S.R.  if  she  did 
n^.t  accede  t r  Gernan  denands.  Judging  fre  n  those,  I  think 
it  vruld  be  very  effective  t-  have  GERMANY  act  as  intor- 
nodiary  in  adjusting  the  rolr.tl  ns  between  JAPAN  and  the 
U  *  S  *  S  .it . 

C'-unciHar  FUKAI:  In  the  case  cf  Article  III  rf  the  treaty; 

*  in  the  event  ^  a  Japaneso-Anerican  *7ar,  what  sort 

•‘f  nilitary  assistance  can  GERMANY  give  to  JAPAN? 

Foreign  Minister  MolEO OXa  :  V.iat  was  alsc  discussed  during 
T^n;2e^i^cti rns  and  GERZCiNY  declared  that  she  wculd  sueply 
JAPAN  with  non  weapons  and  so  ferth,  even  prior  tc  the 
outbreak  ^f  the  situation  nenti-ned  in  Article  III,  and  in 
the  event  that  a  Jananoso-Anericnn  ’7nr  should  break  out,  she 
is  tc  hid  in  chock  the  UNITED  STATES  in  the  Atlantic  area. 

’Var  Minister  TOJO:  The  nest  inpertant  assistance  would  be 
in  the  receiving  of  supplies  of  excellent  Military  equinnent 
under  an  understanding  with  the  U.S.S.R.  9  4 

Mr.vy  Minister  OIICA  A;  Generally,  I  have  the  sane  opinion 
as  the  Arny. 

Councillor  FUKAI;  In  tho  rolati  ns  with  the  U.S.S.R.,  what 
is  the  Meaning  that  GERMANY  is  t:  restrain  the  U.S.S.R.? 

/-■uld  n-t  such  an  act  be  an  outright  contradiction  to  the 
Gernnn-Scvlet  Non-Aggrossi'n  Pact? 

T/ar  Minister  TOJO;  Fran  tho  standpoint  of  the  treaty,  it  is 
af  Y  u  say,  but  speck'v.ig  i.?'n  tho  standpoint  of  actual 
Military  novenents,  GERMANY  vruid  be  able  to  check  the  U.S.S.R. 
rvt  present,  although  GERMANY  is  carrying  cn  nilitary  operations 
against  ENGLAND,  the  greater  part  of  her  Arny  together  with 
Mechanized  units,  are  Maintained  within  the  hrneland.  This, 
Militarily  sneaking,  is  checking  the  U.S.S.R. 

Councillor  FUKAI ;  Although  the  Foreign  Minister  sp°ke  cf 
Mutual  ccnfidenco  between  GERMANY  and  JAPAN,  the  attitude 
assuned  by  GERMANY  last  year  at  the  tine  of  the  conclusion 
;f  the  Gernan-Soviet  Non-Aggrossirn  Pact  cannot  but  be  said 
tc  be  that  of  insincerity.  Last  Seotenber  when  Foreign 
Minister  ABE,  who  held  a  concurrent  pcrtfoxic,  gave  an 
explanation  cf  the  diplcnntic  develcpnents  at  the  present 

Privy  Ccuncil,  the  then  Vice  Foreign  Minister 
that  the  HIKANUMA  Cabinet  filed  a  protest  to 
GERMANY  pointing  '■■ut  that  the  Gernan-Szviet  Pact  was  an 
infringenent  -f  the  secret  pact  -f  the  JAPAN- GERMANY  Anti- 
Ccnintern  Pact. 
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*Jhat  has  tec  no  f  the  result  of  that  nrrtest? 

Foreign  Ministor  MATSU OKA :  Fr^n  what  I  heard,  it  is  d  ubtfi 
whether  the  above  nr^test  has  hacl  any  effect  ''r  n^t,  and  I 
think  that,  nerhaw's, there  was  m  reply  whatsoever  fr  r. 
GERMANY. 

Councillor  FUKAI:  I  think  that  insertion  of  .sentinents  in 
our  foreign  relations  should  bo  avoided,  and  that  diplomacy 
must  always  be  practiced  realistically.  In  the  preamble 
of  the  treaty  it  soys,  "let  every  nation  have  its  rightful 
place  ....",  but  since  HITLER' s  words  alv/ays  give  us  the 
impression  that  according  to  the  laws  of  nature,  the  v/eak 
are  the  victims  of  the  str  ng,  d''  you  think  that  GERMANY 
Will  be  able  to  understand  the  true  spirit  of  this  preamble' 
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is  not  clear  which  of  the  documents  distributed  here  are 
for  Imperial  inquiry.  Of  these  documents,  is  the  Japanese 
composition  the  original  text?  Looking  over  the  contents 
of  the  exchange  of  statements,  it  seems  as  if  they  are 
international  promises.  Are  those  to  be  submitted  for 
Imperial  inquiry? 

Foreign  Minister  IIATSUOKA:  The  only  item  submitted  for 
inauiry  is  the  draft  of  the  treaty;  the  others  being  used 
only  as  references.  Although  the  original  texts  of  the 
treaty  will  be  in  Japanese,  Gorman,  and  Italian,  for  the 
time  being,  signatures  will  be  affixed  on  the  English  text. 

Chief  of  the  Treaty  Bureau  MATSUMOTO:  The  attached  exchange 
of  statements  is  different  in  contents  and  form,  e.g. 
numbering,  from  that  of  the  so-called  exchange  of  official 
documents,  which  possesses  the  same  effect  as  the  treaty, 
although  it  could  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  kind  of  a  so- 
called  international  promise.  The  interpretation  of  the 
Pact  and  the  points  of  agreement  between  Foreign  Minister 
MATSUOKA  and  Ambassador  OTT  wore  put  in  writing  and,  since 
it  was  recognized  as  an  extremely  important  document,  it 
was  attached  and  presented  to  the  Throne  as  a  reference. 

Councillor  FUTATAGAMI :  Such  measures  ns  "the  affixing  of 
signatures  for  the  time  being  on  the  English  text”  are 
unusual,  and  I  do  not  think  that  such  a  procedure  will  be 
permissible.  Furthermore,  since  the  contents  of  the 
exchange  of  statements  are  a  kind  of  international  promise, 

I  think  that  it  must  also  be  presented  as  an  object  of 
inquiry.  • 

President  of  the  Privy  Council  KARA:  In  regard  to  these 
problems  of  formalities,  I  v/ish  to  call  an  informal  meeting 
later. 

•'  ,  v  •  .  *  •  *  •  '•  •  •  v  .  1  . 

(After  the  Invest-1*:!  * m  Committee  adjourned, 
the  government  delegates  retired,  and  it  seems  that  as  a 
result  of  the  informal  discussion  which  .followed,  It  was 
decided  that  the  composition  of  the  draft  of  the  treaty 
would  be  the  only  item  to  be  uresentad  ic.v  Imperial  inquiry., 
that  for  the  timo  being,  on.'y  the  Japanese  text  of  the 
treaty  draft  would  be  examined,  that  sicoatares  v/ere  to  be 
affixed  to  the  English  text-  a  ah  That  ’*hcv  point  of  the  later 
replacement  of  the  texts  wriuten  ir.  Japan:- ;o,  German,  and 
Italian  would  be  overlooked.) 

J  *  •  •  , .  .  1  .  *  t  •  .  ,  , 

Councillor  FUTAGAMI :  The  wording  '.'participating  neither 
in  the  European  War  nor  the  oi.no '-np.-nese  conflict....”  in 
Article  III  of  the  treaty  is  an  inaccurate  expression.  It 
could  be  interpreted  to  mean  that  in  case  of  an  attack  by  a 

‘  C" 

•:  u  1  ;  '1  :  fc  ’  . 
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nation  which  is  neither  a  participant  in  the  European  "av 
nor  in  the  Sino-Japanese  dispute.  Article  III  will  operate. 

Can  you  clarify  this  point?  Next,  according  to  the 
previous  explanation  made  by  the  Foreign  Minister,  the 
joint  special  committee  could  bo  construed  ns  a  compound 
of  military  and  economics,  but  does  this  not  mean  a  compound 
of  the  three  nations?  Furthermore,  comparing  Article  V  and 
III,  since  GERMANY  is  bound  by  the  Non- /aggression  Pact  with 
the  SOVIET  UNION,  GERMANY  cannot  attack  the  SOVIET  UNION 
even  in  case  JAPAN  is  attacked  by  the  SOVIETS.  On  the 
contrary,  JAPAN  must  attack  the  SOVIET  UNION  in  order  to 
render  assistance  to  GERMANY  if  GERMANY  is  attacked  by  the 
SOVIETS.  Therefore,  is  this  not  a  unilateral  stipulation? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  The  first  point  of  Councillor 
FUTAGAMI's  question  is  a  problem  concerned  with  terminology, 
but  from  the  practical  standpoint  of  interpretation,  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  any  room  for  doubt  to  arise.  The 
second  point,  of  course,  means  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
three  nations.  The  argument  that  Article  III,  because  of 
Article  V,  is  one-sided  against  JAPAN,  is  a  disregard  of 
the  political  significance  of  this  treaty.  In  such  a  case 
as  when  the  U.S.S.R.  attacks  GERMANY,  the  political  situation 
now  existing  between  GERMANY  and  the  U.S.S.R.  will  be  subjected 
to  a  grave  transformation,  and  in  such  instances,  I  think 
that  the  path  for  JAPAN  to  tread  will  be  outside  of  the  scope 
of  the  stipulation  of  this  Article.  The  purport  of  this 
Article  states  plainly  that  this  treaty  is  not  presently 
aimed  against  tho  U.S.S.R. 

Councillor  MANO:  No  questions. 

Councillor  OSKIMA:  nas  there  any  understanding  regarding 
the  scope  of  the  Greater  East  Asia? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOXa:  Of  course,  there  was  an  under¬ 
standing,  as  I  have  explained  this  morning. 

Councillor  GRATA:  At  this  time  when  JAPAN  has  not  yet  solved 
the  Sino-Japanese  Incident,  if  JAPAN  is  under  the  obligation 
to  aid  GERMANY  and  ITALY  in  case  the  UNITED  STATES  should 
participate  in  tho  European  rrr.r,  JAPAN  will  be  placed  under 
a  very  heavy  responsibility.  On  the  other  hand,  I  think, 
the  possibility  of  war  breaking  out  between  JAPAN  and 
AMERICA  is  small.  Therefore,  will  not  this  treaty  be  very 
one-sided? 

Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA:  "/hether  AMERICA  will  participate 
in  the  European  ’^ar  or  not,  or  whether  war  between  AMERICA 
and  JAPAN  will  break  out  or  not,  I  think  is  a  fifty-fifty 
possibility.  Therefore,  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  one-sided. 
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Councillor  TAXEGOE:  As  the  result  of  this  treaty  boirg  con¬ 
cluded,  what  kind  of  support  can  GERMANY  givo  JAPAN  in  case 
worst  cones  to  worst  and  in  case  tho  Japanese  Navy  aids 
GERMANY  and  ITALY ,  what  kind  of  aid  can  it  give? 

Foreign  Minister  HATSUOKA:  Such  problems  as  the  kind  of 
help  that  can  be  mutually  given  should  be  thoroughly  in¬ 
vestigated  at  the  Joint  special  committee. 

Chief  of  the  Investigation  Committee  SUZUKI :  I  think  a 
Jananese-American  war  is  inevitable  regardless  of  whether 
this  treaty  is  concluded  or  not.  ’7e,  therefore,  must 
carefully  observe  the  expansion  of  tnc  UNITED  STATES  Navy 
and  must  not  neglect  our  preparations  corresponding  to  this. 

Navy  Minister  OIXA^A:  ne  are  confident  of  victory  in  a 
quick,  docisivo  war  against  AMERICA,  but  as  for  tho  future, 
we  are  steadily  drawing  various  expansion  plans. 

Councillor  ISHII:  I  see  what  is  written  in  the  last  of 
exchange  of  statements  is  that  the  South  Sea  Islands  under 
our  mandate  will  remain  a  territory  of  JAPAN,  provided  that 
v/o  pay  a  compensation  for  then.  According  to  Minister 
MATSUOXA’s  explanation  of  this,  since  the  VERSAILLES  Treaty 
has  already  oxpirod,  JAPAN  is  still  continuing  a  military 
occupation  of  the  South  Sea  Islands.  Therefore,  although 
it  is  said  that  it  is  necessary  for  JAPAN  to  pay  compensa¬ 
tion  to  GERMANY  to  obtain  transfer  of  the  islands,  according 
to  the  VERSAILLES  Treaty,  the  possession  of  the  mandated 
islands  were  transferred  to  the  Five  Powers,  from  which 
powers  JAPAN  acquired  them.  I,  therefore,  think  it  is 
proper  to  interprot  that  the  islands  are  already  the  pos¬ 
session  of  JAPAN  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  agroo  "to  the 
verbal  declarations  of  the  German  Ambassador.  Since  I  admit 
that  this  problem  is  not  a  subject  for  Imperial  inquiry,  I 
am  just  expressing  my  opinion  for  your  information. 

Foreign  Minister  I.5ATSU0KA :  According  to  tho  opinion  of 
famous  scholars  of  international  law,  as  Dr.  TACHI,  a 
mandate  is  not  a  transfer  of  territory.  Therefore,  aside 
from  the  standpoint  of  legal  theories,  and  viewing  it  from 
the  standpoint  of  practical  politics,  it  has  been  my  opinion 
for  the  past  three  years  that  it  is  a  bettor  policy  to 
receive  these  islands  from  GERMANY  through  some  means. 

From  what  I  have  heard,  three  years  ago,  the  Japanese  Navy 
had  proposed  to  GERMANY  through  the  naval  attache  in  BERLIN 
the  cession  of  these  islands  under  certain  compensatory 
terms. 
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Councillor  ISHII:  I  have  exchanged  opinions  with  Dr.  T/CI’T 
concerning  this  problem.  Dr.  TACHI's  opinion  was  only  that 
a  mandate  is  not  a  cossion  of  territory.  In  regards  to  the 
point  that  GERMANY  transferred  them  to  the  Five  Powers,  I 
believe  thero  is  no  dispute.  Therefore.  lean  hardly  agree 
to  having  JAPAN  pay  a  compensation  no\7  to  GERMANY  for  the 
cession  of  those  islands. 

Councillor  MITSUCHI:  From  the  questions  and  answers  I  have 
hoard  throughout  this  morning,  the  discussion  seems  to  be 
chiefly  on  matters  assuming  war  with  AMERICA.  However,  the 
moment  this  treaty  is  concluded,  I  think  AMERICA'S  economic 
sanctions  against  JAPAN  will  be  greatly  increased.  In  this 
case,  I  think  the  subsistence  problem  of  our  people  will 
become  serious.  Are  sufficient  preparations  made  for  this? 
When  a  treaty  of  this  sort  is  concluded,  the  Japanese  people 
are  ant  to  follow  GERMANY  blindly  and  there  is  danger  that 
some  may  attomnt  anti-American  movements,  etc.  It  is  hoped 
that  such  acts  will  be  strictly  controlled. 

President  of  the  Planning  Board  HOSHINO:  The  government  is 
most  concerned  over  the  problems  of  the  people's  livelihood 
and  will  try  to  meet  the  situation  most  satisfactorily. 

Prime  Minister  KONOE:  Since  I  am  in  full  accord  with 
keeping  under  control  anti-American  movements,  I  intend  to 
carry  it  out  very  strictly. 

Government  officials  retired  at  700  p.ra. 
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